
NH House Bill as proposed to State Representative Chris Balch  
 
Climate Change Education Pre-K through 12, submitted September 2019 
 
Regarding the implementation of required climate change curriculum in Pre-K 
through 12th grade in all New Hampshire public schools. 
 
PreK-3rd grade: 2 hours of climate education 
4th-6th grade: 4 hours of climate education 
7th-8th grade: 8 hours of climate education 
9-12th grade: At least 10 hours of climate education or one full semester environmental 
education course. 
 
Education will include:  
• Anthropogenic causes of climate change 
• New Hampshire climate impacts 
• New Hampshire species impacted by climate change 
• Coastal impacts 
• Changes in weather patterns 
• Climate change impacts locally and globally, alternatives to fossil fuels  
• Maximizing energy efficiency in their homes and school 
• Careers in the solar, wind, algae, plants and other developing innovative energy 
sources and vehicles 
• STEAM activities that include problem solving, social concerns, energy engineering, 
invention, installation, maintenance, literary and informative performance opportunities 
 
The renewable energy field is booming in New Hampshire, across America and globally, 
offering stable and high wages. New Hampshire must expand vocational and 
technology skill programs to include renewable energy jobs. 
 
If New Hampshire’s youth are not educated and prepared for renewable energy jobs 
and jobs that support the renewable energy industry, they will be at a severe 
disadvantage to students in other states and nations. Increasing their education in this 
field will raise their marketable skills, prepare them for high-wage jobs and help to retain 
youth in the state. 
 
Implementation would be the responsibility of the NH Department of Education. 
 
Costs are to be determined. Effective in one year after passage. 



House Bill 1635 Testimony 
Climate Education for New Hampshire Students 

 
 
Thursday, February 13, 2020 
 
Dear Honorable Education Committee Members and Chairman Myler, 
 
Thank you for hearing HB 1635 today, that would require climate education for all pre-K through 
12th grade students in New Hampshire public schools. 

The bill is a collaboration between retired science teacher Representative Chris Balch, and 
myself, a current middle-high school science teacher. It would help prepare Granite State 
students for the future they will be facing in a world already compromised by a changed climate. 

I am increasingly alarmed by the lack of understanding of the scientific evidence that students 
and adult citizens have in order to make informed decisions. To toss aside the drastic impacts 
we are already experiencing, suggesting that it is a political issue, not a scientific one, would be 
reckless. 

Extreme drought, flooding, wildfires raging across states and continents out of control, the loss 
of crops and the terrifying rate at which species are going extinct, should have us collaborating 
in a frenzy, working to do all we can to mitigate the consequences of the changes humanity 
have caused and to ensure that the youth of our state and country are being prepared for the 
jobs that are developing in response to the need right here at home and across America. 

Energy conservation, home and business weatherization and increased renewable energy 
usage creates jobs and benefits New Hampshire's economy. These jobs, and many that have 
not yet been imagined, are what young people must be preparing for now, before they step into 
the job market. Training students for the technology, medical, research, communications, 
manufacturing and green construction fields will provide them with the marketable skills they 
need to succeed. 

Nationally, schools are embracing renewable energy, conservation, rooftop and water gardens, 
organic and aquaponic farming, cooking, composting, electric vehicles and student 
problem-solving inventions. They will need the engineering skills to build the seawalls and water 
diversion technology that will protect or help embrace the water that will flood more and more 
coastal cities. We will need more social workers, healthcare workers to address the rise in 
disease, and well-trained fire and emergency technicians. Wildlife biologists, animal care and 
new ways to grow food in an unpredictable climate will be critical to the survival of humanity. 
Talented and tech-savvy New Hampshire students must tap their creativity and ingenuity to 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/billText.aspx?id=1568&type=4


compete with their peers as new careers emerge, but they must also be prepared to be 
informed and engaged citizens in their communities. It is our job to prepare them now. 

As climate action advocates, we work to protect the health and safety of NH's youth and 
families. Representative Balch and I were opposed to the Kinder Morgan Northeast Energy 
Direct (NED) pipeline that threatened our hometowns. We have been actively engaged in 
opposing the Liberty Utilities Granite Bridge Pipeline, and are now also working with the No 
Coal No Gas coalition of multi-state organizations to shut down the Bow NH Merrimack Station 
coal plant. 

We value the clean air, water, food and farms that sustain rural life and the tourism industry that 
brings $5 billion into NH annually. Good water and air quality, along with our dramatically 
forested mountainsides, is what keeps our state physically and economically healthy. Snow, 
pristine rivers, lakes, beaches, aquifers, farms, forested mountains and healthy wildlife and 
places to enjoy recreation are what sustains New Hampshire’s economy. 

Students need to learn about anthropogenic climate change from pre-K through college to 
understand, embrace and respond to the impacts on every aspect of their lives, from family life 
to health, career choices and economics. Teachers must step up and demand that young 
people become adequately educated so they will be as well prepared as they possibly can be. 

You may hear these words and feel your own deep sense of concern or you may wonder what 
all the fuss is about. The fact is that decades ago, political parties understood what we would be 
facing and were ready to face that together. I ask you, for the sake of your children and 
grandchildren, for every child in Granite State schools, to choose their future over the politics 
that seek to separate us and to leave them without the sklls to deal with the problems they are 
already facing. 

Diseased moose are being overcome by ticks whose populations have exploded in recent years 
due to warmer winters. Moose become infested with ticks, that no longer die during warming 
winters. They suck the blood of the reclusive, but much-admired megafauna, drastically 
reducing their numbers in deepest woods of New England. Maple trees, the quality of maple 
syrup, decreasing populations of shrimp, cod, whales, birds, bears, other wildlife and the snow 
that supports winter tourism, are all decreasing in numbers. 

Educators know that children are the ones who educate adults. Their courage, energy and 
wisdom is needed to guide their elders in moving forward, a task that has historically been 
undertaken by students. 

As educator-advocates Representative Balch and I will continue collaborating, educating and 
raising awareness of the threats to health, safety, economy and future that is already impacting 
life in the Granite State. I'm so appreciative of Representative Balch’s commitment to education 
and scientific initiatives at the State House and honored to support him in this important work. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/18/climate/moose-ticks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/18/climate/moose-ticks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/18/climate/moose-ticks.html


The bill is an effort to increase science education in New Hampshire schools, with real-life 
application so important to student study, guided by the Next Generation science curriculum 
standards. 

Today, I ask you to support this bill, in unity, for the sake of the youth of New Hampshire. As is 
the case in our response to anthropogenic climate change itself, we cannot wait. We cannot put 
this off, forgetting the needs of our young people. 

As a teacher, I hear the fears of children daily. They care, they are concerned, and they want to 
help. The way to alleviate their fears is not to tell them that their fears are not real, but to gift 
them ways in which to respond to them. 

As an educator and someone who understands the ecological disaster our planet is already 
facing and the hopeful hearts of our youth who want to heal and help, I ask you to put their 
needs first and to support this bill. 

Yours in climate action for their future, 

Stephanie A. Scherr 
Fitzwilliam NH 
603.562.6025 
 
 
 


